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Through years of working with high net worth clients, 
Josh has refined strategies that help families achieve 
their succession goals.  As a principal in Legacy by 
Design, Josh is dedicated to providing highly 
personalized succession solutions for farmers, ranchers, and agribusiness 
owners.  He is instrumental in furthering Legacy by Design’s growth as the firm 
provides hometown service from coast to coast. 

 
Speaking opportunities have allowed Josh to present Legacy by Design’s principles at top agricultural events 
for Farm Bureau, universities, and on behalf of the Farm Journal Legacy Project.  He has also been a guest 
succession planning expert on ‘Leave a Legacy’ TV.  
 
 

 
 

 
ABOUT LEGACY BY DESIGN 
 

Legacy by Design is singularly dedicated to succession planning in the agricultural community. Established in 
rural Northern California, we have client families, affiliations and advocates from coast to coast.   
 
Legacy by Design simplifies the complex facets of succession planning with no nonsense planning strategies.  
We integrate the disciplines of finance, legal, and accounting into a Comprehensive Succession Solution 
comprised of three planning components: 

 Financial Security - A well-crafted succession plan provides financial security.  Each affected family must 
measure the proposed succession plan and determine the ramifications on their financial security.  Off-
farm investment may help the family manage the economic cycles of ownership. 

 Management Continuity / Ownership Transition - The plan should detail the process for transferring 
ownership.  In evaluating alternatives for ownership transition, maintaining a continuity of management 
strength should be a primary goal.    

 Leadership Development - A plan for Leadership Development, including people management, team 
development, project coordination, business design and professional growth, is critical to continuity 
growth and lasting success.  

 Estate Planning - An estate plan should reflect farming's unique financial conditions and be designed to 
maintain the family's financial security, plan for equitable distributions and mitigate the estate tax 
liability. 

At Legacy by Design, succession planning is our purpose. Our client families appreciate our personal touch and 
hometown service.  We truly care about the endurance of the American family farm, and carefully design 
effective solutions that encourage each client to Plan Success. 
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JOSH SYLVESTER 
 
ABOUT THE FARM JOURNAL LEGACY PROJECT 

 

In May 2008, Farm Journal introduced the Farm Journal Legacy Project – a 
concerted effort to address the succession planning needs of America’s farm 
families.  Utilizing all 13 media properties of the 130-year-old legend in 
collaboration with Legacy by Design, the Legacy Project Cultivates 
Multigenerational Success in America’s Agricultural Community.   
 

In January 2010, Pioneer Hi-Bred (a DuPont Business) announced their dedication to the Farm Journal Legacy 
Project.  With Pioneer's support, the Legacy Project expands to include monthly TV shows, a workshop series 
throughout the Midwest, workbook, eNewsletter, and dedicated website. Legacy by Design is instrumental in 
every facet of the Legacy Project, serving as a resource for Farm Journal families nationwide.   
 
 

 
 
 Legacy by Design, LLC 

- Principal in succession planning firm for agribusiness owners (2007 to present) 
 

 Endorsed Provider Appointment 
- Succession planning endorsed provider for Far West Equipment Deals Association, with 

agricultural equipment dealer membership through seven western states (2007-2009) 
 

 Spelts Wealth Management 
- Comprehensive planner (2006 to 2008) 

 
 UBS Financial Services, Inc. 

- Wealth Preservation Planning Consultant (2003 to 2006) 
 

 CIBC World Markets 
- Branch Manager (2002 to 2003) 

 
 Wells Fargo Bank 

- Financial Sales and Service Representative (2000 to 2002) 
 

 Bank of America 
- Customer Service Representative (1996 to 1997) 

 

  
 Certified Financial Planner (CFP®)  

 Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC), American College, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 

 NASD Securities License  - Series 7 and 66 

 Multiple State Licensing  

 Bachelor of Science in Business Administration - California State University, Chico, California - 2001 

   PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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      DESIGNATIONS, LICENSES, AND ACADEMICS 
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